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God Thinks of Us 
By Ida A. Guirey 


OD thinks of us in the daytime, 
He thinks of us at night, 
He floods the earth with sunshine 
And sets the stars alight. 
He paints the trees and flowers 
With colors bright and fair, 
He sends refreshing showers, 
Spreads beauty everywhere. 


And when by sin His creatures 
Inherited the grave 

He opened Heaven's portals 
And sent His Son to save. 

His love, it has no equal, 
Unfathomed as the sea, 

And greater than a mother’s— 
God’s love for all so free. 


Communism’s Unchanged Heart 


Are Russian government leaders 
more sympathetic than they were to 
Christianity? Someone called their new 
tactics the “smile and talk” plan. In 
several of their diplomatic conferences 
with representatives of the Western 
nations they have appeared to be more 
cordial and lenient toward the ideals 
of British and American statesmen 
which are at least by-products, if not 
the outcome of a sincere belief in the 
teachings of the Bible. But does this 
different attitude indicate any change 
of heart, or is it merely a new face to 


win favor with the United States and 
Great Britain? A recent bulletin from 
the United States Information Agency 
in Washington, D. C., gives evidence that 
true Communists are as opposed as ever 
to real Christianity. “The Russian peo- 
ple continue to be told by their Com- 
munist government,” says the bulletin, 
“that religion ‘is a spiritual poison’ 
which serves ‘class exploitation.’” This 
came from a Russian language broadcast 
by the Grozny radio. “The Soviet sta- 
tion also said that Eastern peoples cre- 
ated God ‘as a reflection of monarchy on 
earth. . . . Thus we see that God did 
not create man, man created God.’ At 
the same time Soviet Communist party 
leaders in the Odessa region of 
the Southern Ukraine were told to 
strengthen anti-religious propaganda. 

. The Odessa radio warned: ‘Some 
time ago, great work was done in the 
field of atheistic propaganda, but now 
its tempo has slackened markedly. It 
is the duty of party organizations to pay 
the most serious attention to the in- 
tensification of anti-religious propaganda, 
and to make it militant and aggressive.’ 

. The Soviet ideological journal Kom- 
munist also made it clear that the new 
‘flexibility’ ig Communist tactics does 
not include relaxation of the fight against 
religion.’” An article in the Commu- 


nist publication declares: “It is par- 
ticularly important to underline the 
requirement of a scientific atheist direc- 
tion to our propaganda work. Lenin 
pointed out, ‘We must struggle against 
religion. This is the ABC of all mate- 
rialism and, consequently, of Marxism. 
But Marxism is not materialism stopping 
short on the A, B, and C. Marxism 
goes further. It says that one must 
know how to struggle against religion 
and for this it is necessary to know how 
to explain materialistically the source of 
faith within the masses.’” So behind 
the bland countenances shown in photo- 
graphs of Russian travelers, and the 
smooth words used in diplomatic ses- 
sions is still the mailed fist clenched in 
defiance against God and His Church. 
The fact that this warning comes from 
a Government agency and not a Chris- 
tian center adds weight to its meaning. 
We must be on our guard against this 
enemy, which is even now working 
within our own borders, if we are to 
preserve the Christian heritage so 
hardly won for us by our forefathers. 
We must remember the Apostle Peter’s 
exhortation: “Be sober, be vigilant; be- 
cause your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour: whom resist 
steadfast in the faith ...” (1 Pet. 5:8, 9). 


For Such a Time 


By Mildred Hosmer Corbett 


day as in any time of the world’s 
history that God has a man or 
woman ready for any emergency, any 
time of crisis or advance, whether in the 
nation or the church. It is equally true 
that the person chosen must be willing 
to be used. 
When his people were in danger, Mor- 
decai urged Queen Esther to bring peti- 
tion to the king for their protection. 


Gare it is true just as much to- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And he said, My presence shall 
go with thee, and I will give thee 
rest” (Exod. 33:14). 




















Esther reminded her cousin that she was 
endangering her own life when she ap- 
proached the king without an invita- 
tion. Mordecai answered, “Who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14.) 
Esther sent word of her willingness to 
risk her life for her people, and said, 
“If I perish, I perish” (v. 16). When she 
presented her petition to the king, she 
received more than she requested. 

Abraham was called from home and 
kindred to be a stranger in a strange 
land and thus to become the “Friend of 
God” (Jas. 2:23) and the father of all 
who believe (Rom, 4:11). 

Moses, after a training period of forty 
years, answered God's call to lead a great 
multitude to the Land of Promise, How. 
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ever, Moses protested his own insuffi- 


ciency until God gave him Aaron to 

assist him. Never again did Moses re- 

fuse to do what God asked of him, but 

Aaron was responsible for the idolatry 

of the Children of Israel at the foot of 

Sinai. . 

When God called Barak to rout the 
enemies of His people, Barak insisted 
that the Prophetess Deborah go with him 
to the battle. Although God gave the 
victory, Barak missed the full blessing 
because of his unwillingness to trust 
God alone. 

Samson began his life and service with 
every advantage, but he was not willing 
to be separated from those who were 
not God’s people, nor to be completely 
separated to God. 

Paul, Peter, Barnabas, and Silas are 
shining examples of those who, humanly 
speaking, brought forth the early church. 

Martin Luther was chosen of God to 
bring to countless multitudes the truth 
that “the just shall live by faith” (Rom. 
1:17). He endured many persecutions in 
order that he might preach the truth of 
salvation by faith. 

Johann Gutenberg also served in an 
appointed task when he brought forth 
copies of the Word of God on his newly 
invented printing press. What if these 
men had said “no” to God? 

We could mention Robert Raikes (1780), 
whose humble Sunday school started a 
chain of blessings down to the present 
day; Amy Carmichael who gave up loved 
ones, home responsibilities, and mission 
support to be used of God to save India’s 
children; and countless others. 

Not all whom God chooses are given 
places of prominent service. We have 
heard of the invalid who prayed that 
D. L. Moody would come to England and 
then gave herself to prayer for the power 
of the Spirit in the services. In a more 
recent day men and women gave them- 
selves willingly to pray for the New 
Hebrides revival, with marvelous results. 
Billy Graham has been called to a work 
of evangelism, but who can number 
those who share in his task through the 
ministry of prayer? Though we would 
not undervalue the work of the preacher, 
the teacher, or the evangelist, we be- 
lieve it is much more difficult to spend 
hours in prayer and, if it is Spirit- 
directed prayer, just as fruitful, if not 
more so. However, the important thing 
is neither praying nor preaching, but to 
hold oneself in readiness to answer the 
call of God, whether it be to a great 
task, a small task, or a multitude of 
little tasks done daily and hourly for 
Him. 

Pages and even books could be written 
of those who were called of God for a 
special service and who were willing to 
be used of Him; but even so we should 
not be able to name them all. Nor should 
we wish to do so, for to some is given 
a hidden ministry that we cannot and 
should not bring to light. It is easy to 
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believe that the great of the world have 
a special calling to their tasks, but it is 
more difficult to believe in the calling of 
those whose lives and service may be 
known only to God Himself. In every 
church or Christian organization there 
may be those who are doing consecrated 
service for the Lord in tasks which are 
unknown and unnoticed by others. We 
believe the special blessing of God is 
upon those who serve where only God 
sees and only God commends. 


If you are called to a public ministry 
—where the difficulties and temptations 
are great—accept the task as of God. 
If your service is in the monotonous 
round of daily duties, in Christian serv- 
ice or so-called secular tasks, do all as 
to the Lord. But if God has given you 
special tasks to do for Him, known only 
to Him, accept this with humble joy that 
He has chosen you as one whom He can 
trust with the hidden service. 


Notes on Open Letters 


“Moral Re-Armament” 


Your paper has come to me since I 
was a girl, and I have now been mar- 
ried thirty-five years. There have been 
breaks when we were “in transit,” but 
I do enjoy the paper and it is a must 
with me. 

This is my first request for something 
to be published in your paper. There 
is a need for people, even Christians, 
to know what Moral Re-Armament is. 
Could we have an article, or something 
about it under “Notes on Open Let- 
ters”? I am not confused but find 
others are, and they do not take seri- 
ously what I tell them. I feel some- 
thing from you on the’subject would 
be authoritative, , 

Thank you, and.for your excellent 
paper.—An Oregon reader. 

Four years ago (Sept. 15, 1951) THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times dealt with this 
question in this department. It quoted 
a letter from a California reader who had 
analyzed the forty-page brochure report- 
ing the National Convention of Moral 
Re-Armament which was held in Wash- 
ington, D. C., December 30, 1950, to Jan- 
uary 8, 1951. The letter also referred to 
two books: “The Oxford Movertent,” by 
Dr. Louis T. Talbot (Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles 13); and “Heresies 
Exposed,” by William C, Irvine (Loi- 
zeaux Bros., New York 10; 75 cents). 
Referring to the brochure, THE SUNDAY 
Scnoot TIMEs said: 

It contains a brief Foreword by Dr. 
Frank N. D. Buchman, without one men- 
tion of God, Christ, or the Bible; the 
report of the welcome in the United 
States Senate, from the Congressional 
Record, January 5, 1951; brief résumés of 
the’ proceedings of the nine convention 
days; a center spread of photographs, 
showing prominent people from several 
countries, including Frank Buchman; a 
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speech by Representative Cox of Georgia, 
praising the Assembly and its theme, 
“An Ideology That Can Win the World”: 
a list of all the overseas delegates; and 
sixty-six testimonies by prominent peo. 
ple from several countries. 


The changes are rung on the MRA 
“ideology,” as, “Not until MRA entered 
Germany was the ideological vacuum 
filled” (p. 5), ‘Your ideological battle 
to build a new world” (p. 23). 


Three MRA plays are mentioned, 
which set forth its ideals (p. 6). This 
is the Oxford Group Movement, or 
“Buchmanism,” on a grandiose scale. It 
could hardly gather together such a long 
and imposing list of people with high- 
sounding titles from top military, gov- 
ernmental, business, and industrial levels 
if the “offense of the cross,” the blood 
atonement, were one of its foundation 
stones. 


Never once is the Gospel set forth, 
prayer in the name of Christ is not men- 
tioned, and the Bible was referred to 
orly incidentally, by a British Army 
officer. Frank Buchman is extolled again 
and again, and MRA is out to “win the 
world.” The testimonies show that its 
principles have resolved the deadlocks 
between capital and labor, brought new 
courage to discouraged people, and a 
certain kind of peace and happiness into 
homes where there has been continual 
friction. MRA is not the old-fashioned, 
New Testament Gospel. It tells men 
they need to be changed, but, according 
to these reports, does not show them 
that they need to be born again through 
faith in Christ as Son of God and Sav- 
iour. The leaders are sincere, but sin- 
cerely wrong. They do seem to succeed 
in cleaning up some men and women 
for this world, but what about eternity? 


There may be men and women in the 
movement who teach the need of regen- 
eration in the New Testament sense, but 
there is no evidence of it in this forty- 
page report of their convention held last 
winter in Washington. One must there- 
fore conclude that the Moral Re-Arma- 
ment, which is’the Oxford Group Move- 
ment or “Buchmanism” grown up, is just 
what it has always been, “another gos- 
pel.” Our only safety, when confronted 
with such modern forms of religion, is to 
test them by the unchangeable, in- 
fallible, inspired Word of God. Hear 
what the Spirit says of any other gospel: 
“TI marvel that ye are so soon removed 
from him that called you into the grace 
of Christ unto another gospel: which is 
not another; but there be some that 
trouble you, and would pervert the gos- 
pel of Christ. But though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. 
As we said before, so say I now again, 
If any man preach any other gospel unto 
you than that ye have received, let him 
be accursed” (Gal. 1:6-9). 
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VIll. Things a Christian Should Know: 


By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


Our future resurrection 





every Christian should know, I trust 

that you have realized that every 
one of them is of very practical im- 
portance and that without knowing them 
and having a vital experience of them 
in our daily living, we simply cannot 
hope to measure up to what the Lord 
has made possible for us by His death 
and resurrection and to what God de- 
mands from each one of us, His true 
children. In this article we shall be 
considering another of these very im- 
portant matters, which is spoken of in 
a number of places in the New Testa- 
ment, namely, our future resurrection. 


Second Corinthians 4:14 reads, “Know- 
ing that he that raised up the Lord 
Jesus shall raise up us also with Jesus, 
and shall present us with you” (A.S.V.). 
In Roman 8:11 we read, “But -if the 
Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from 
the dead dwelleth in you, he that raised 
up Christ Jesus from the dead shall 
give life also to your mortal bodies 
through his Spirit that dwelleth in you” 
(AS.V.). 


1. The Fact of the Resurrection of Christ” 

You will notice that both of these 
verses start from the same historic fact 
—the resurrection of Jesus Christ. In 
some circles today people are continu- 
ally talking about what they call the 
spiritual resurrection of Jesus Christ. By 
that they mean that they do not believe 
that His body ever came out of the tomb, 
but that inasmuch as His influence and 
the inspiration of His holy life are still 
felt today, they call that His resurrec- 
tion. I am sure that all of you will re- 
alize that to speak of the spiritual resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ and to deny His 
physical resurrection is a contradiction 
in terms. Unless He actually rose from 
the dead and came out of the fomb and 
was seen and heard by the apostles and 
many others, as the Gospels relate—un- 
less that was a fact, then to speak of His 
resurrection is ridiculous, and as Paul 
says in 1 Corinthians 15, if Christ is not 
risen from the dead, “we are of all men 
most pitiable.” He also tells us that if He 
did not rise, our faith is vain and we are 
still in our sins and that those who be- 
lieved in Christ and have died have 
perished. Now we can be sure of two 
things—first, that the physical resur- 
rection of Christ Jesus is at the very 
center of our faith; and second, that He 
did indeed rise from the tomb. We do 
not have time to discuss the evidence 
for it just now, but I am ready to chal- 
lenge anyone to look at the evidence 
with an open mind, and see whether he 
will not be forced to accept it as an 
actual fact. 


[' THINKING over these things which 


The seventh article in this series of 
fourteen by Dr. Soltau, pastor of the 
First Evangelical Church, Memphis, 
Tenn., was published last June 18. 
It had to do with the fact that every 
believer is indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit. The series is now resumed 
and will be published in consecutive 
issues. 








2. The Resurrection of Christ an Ex- 
ample 

The second thing that is common to 
both these verses is that the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ is spoken of as an 
example or illustration of what God is 
going to do for every true believer in 
His Son. “Knowing that he that raised 
up the Lord Jesus shall raise us up also 
with him.” One of the tremendous things 
about the coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ to this earth in human form was 
His purpose to identify Himself with 
us in order that we might be identified 
with Him. He identified Himself with 
us in our sinfulness and condemnation 
in order that we might be identified 
with Him in His victory and power. He 
was made sin for us that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him. 
He died on the cross in our place that 
we might be enabled to live with Him 
forever. In line with that identification 
of us with Him, Paul writes in hoth the 
verses which I have been quoting that 
He that raised up the Lord Jesus from 
the dead is going to do the same thing 
for us. In other words, as is so care- 
fully shown~in 1 Corinthians 15—the 
great resurrection chapter—Christ Jesus 
was raised as the first fruits of them that 
slept. When there are first fruits there 
are others of the same kind to follow; 
and so Paul makes it very clear that the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead was an illustration of what God is 
going to do for us, and is also a guar- 
antee that He will indeed do it and that 
our mortal bodies are to be raised glori- 
ous and perfect bodies, unmarred by sin 
or weakness of any kind, and that they 
will be replicas of the glorious body 
of the risen Saviour Himself. When you 
feel tired and nervous and run-down, 
thank the Lord for what lies ahead for 
you, since you have come to know Him, 
and rejoice in the certainty of the ful- 
fillment of this great promise which has 
been guaranteed by the victory over 
death of the Son of God Himself. 
3. The Agent in the Resurrection 

The third important truth which Js 
made clear in Romans 8:11 is the way 
this great climax is to be brought about. 
It is stated very clearly that the Agent 


in this remarkable change is the Holy 
Spirit. It was the Holy Spirit who 
raised the Lord Jesus Christ from the 
dead. “The Spirit of him that raised up 
Jesus from the dead” is the way the 
Apostle Paul speaks of Him. The same 
truth is stated elsewhere. Then he goes 
on to say, “He that raised up Christ 
Jesus from the dead shall give life also 
to your mortal bodies through his Spirit 
that dwelleth in you.” This shows us 
that we have a twofold guarantee of 
the resurrection of our bodies. The Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself has guaranteed it 
by His own resurrection, and the Holy 
Spirit, who has taken up His residence 
jin the body of every true believer, has 
also guaranteed it. He who caused the 
Lord Jesus Christ to arise from the tomb 
will also cause us to do the same thimg 
when the Lord comes again to receive 
His people and take them to their heav- 
enly mansions which the Lord is now 
preparing for them. This is the wonder- 
ful climax to which every true Chris- 
tian should be looking forward with 
joyous anticipation. This is the final 
goal of our faith. 


4. The Presentation of Believers 


But there is still one more great truth 
that is stated in the first verse which 
we read, “Knowing that he that raised 
up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also 
with Jesus, and shall present us with 
you.” That last phrase is the one I want 
to emphasize—“shall present us with 
you.” This speaks of the presentation 
of all believers ‘to God, the Father, as 
the trophies of the grace of God, the 
Son. You remember that the moment 
that you and I accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ into our hearts, a divine process 
began therein. The Holy Spirit from 
that moment took up His residence in us 
and began His silent ministry of trans- 
forming us and changing us into the 
glorious and perfect likeness of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The tragedy is that many 
of us have known nothing about this 
work, and through ignorance or willful- 
ness we have refused to allow the Holy 
Spirit to have His way in our lives; 
and, as the result, we have neither grown 
nor have we been changed very much 
into the likeness of Jesus Christ. How- 
ever, when He comes again the process 
will be brought to a glorious consum- 
mation and we are to be made like Him 
in body, soul, and spirit; and then, hav- 
ing been made fit for that tremendous 
occasion, we shall be presented to God, 
the Father, with every vestige and stain 
of sin removed. As His children, we 
shall be made worthy to dwell with Him 
and to be used by Him in His service 
throughout the eternities that lie ahead. 





























1032 (4) * 


As you and I learn to remember this 
and to keep on looking forward to it, 
we shall see that all the disappointments 
and testings that the Lord permits to 
come to us are but the means which the 
Holy Spirit is using to fit us and polish 
us for the final consummation, which 
will be brought into reality at the com- 
ing again of the Lord Jesus Christ. This 
is the blessed hope which should be 
ours. It is also called a living hope be- 
cause of the new life and power it 
brings into the life of everyone who pos- 
Ssesses it and rejoices in it. May the 
Lord give us all grace and faith to enter 
increasingly into it and to have it enter 
more deeply into our own hearts and 
thinking. 

We praise Thee, our Father, for the 
glory and the certainty of what Thou 
hast ‘undertaken to work out in these 
our mortal bodies. We thank Thee for 
the blessed hope of the return in glory 
of our Lord and for what that will mean 
to each one of us who trusts in Him. May 
the assurance of the fulfillment of this 
Thy promise fill our hearts with joy 
and gratitude that we may walk more 
worthily of Thy Son, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

(To be continued) 


ve 


The “Keswick Calendar” 


for 1956 


UNDAY SCHOOL TIMES readers will 

rejoice to know that “Keswick Cal- 
endars” are once more available in the 
United States. Those who have used 
these attractive and inspiring calendars 
in the past will need no introduction to 
them. But since they have not been 
readily available in the United States 
for a number of years, there are doubt- 
less many who have not made their ac- 
quaintance. 

Two styles are offered, one a wall cal- 
endar that measures 9% inches long by 
7% inches wide in heavy cardboard. 
This style, No. 800, carries a beautiful 
inset panel showing Friar’s Crag, Der- 
wentwater, not far from English Kes- 
wick. It is in full color with blues and 
greens predominating. The second style, 
No. 802, is 5% inches wide by 4% inches 
long, also in heavy cardboard, with sim- 
ulated brown leather grain and is pro- 
vided with an easel device so that it may 
be used as a desk calendar, 


The calendar block pads on each of 
* these styles, however, are _ identical. 
There is a separate page for each day of 
the year, one half of which carries the 
date in large figures and a Scripture 
verse for the day. The other half of the 
page shows a choice bit of Bible exposi- 
tion or comment, personal testimony, 
poetry, or the iike, suitable for the par- 
ticular day’s thought. Many well-known 
Christian leaders and teachers are rep- 
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resented in these comments, such as Dr. 
W. Graham Scroggie, Oswald Chambers, 
Dr. H. Lockyer, Alan Redpath, C. H. Mc- 
Intosh, Bishop Trench, _Dr. Alexander 
Maclaren, D. L. Moody, and others. The 
calendars are published by Oliphants, 


A Teacher's Privilege 
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Limited, Ludgate Hill, London E.C.4, byt 
they may be obtained in the Uniteg 
States from Radiant Art and Gift Shop, 
Hempstead, Long Island, N. Y., from 
whom U.S.A. prices may be obtained on 
application, 


How to make Christ real to your pupils 


CONSECRATED Sunday - school 

teacher exerts an influence over his 
pupils that is difficult to measure. It 
frequently happens that years must 
elapse before his spiritual contact begins 
to reveal itself well enough to be seen. 
Gospel seeds do not grow in the same 
manner as do those we sow in the gar- 
den, nor do they grow so quickly. As 
a result a teacher, often not being able 
to see any outward evidence of his ef- 
forts, may become discouraged. 

The trouble may lie in the fact that 
he looks for immediate results. We ex- 
pect too much and we expect it too soon. 
We drop seed into holes in the soil, 
cover them up, and in‘ five or six days 
we see small shoots pushing their way 
toward the sun. But not so with seeds 
of the Gospel. They also sprout and 
grow, but their first growth is under the 
surface. There is a longer span between 
seedtime and harvest. 

I have in mind an old teacher I had 
many years ago. I was a lad of some 
eight years and he was a man of about 
sixty. Five of us boys sat in a corner 
of a one-room Sunday school. I had 
many teachers after that, and some used 
methods far more modern than his, but 
that old man was the one who made the 
greatest contribution to my Christian 
life and to my futuré work in the King- 
dom of God. 

From that little class in the corner 
came two ministers of the Gospel and 
a missionary to India, one superintend- 
ent who has served for many years, and 
another who has been on the official 
board of his church for two score years. 
I feel sure that, in the eyes of the Lord, 
that old teacher was a worthy instru- 
ment in leading young lives into Chris- 
tian service; and yet he must have faced 
the discouragements that every conse- 
crated teacher faces. However, he lived 
to see the day when every one of those 
boys had grown to manhood and entered 
Christian service. 

Perhaps I can best express what I 
have in mind regarding a teacher’s priv- 
ilege by telling you more about that 
aged man. He never took us on hikes, 
nor played ball with us. We never had 
any social gatherings with him; we 
would probably have been shocked if 
he had tried it. We held him in high 
regard and had a deep respect for all 
he was, 


. 


By WOUTER VAN GARRETT 


There were things about him that 
made us think of God. We were much 
like boys today; we sometimes misbe- 
haved. But never so that he could see, 
We wanted him to have a good opinion 
of us. We somehow felt that he liked 
us very much and we loved him. When 
he spoke to us of God we had a warm 
feeling of reverence. He seemed to be 
talking about a very dear and special 
friend. The look in his eyes, the ex- 
pression on his face, and even the tone 
of his voice made us aware that he was 
speaking with a certain awe-inspiring 
familiarity. 

We never forgot the little prayers he 
used to utter before he began the les- 
son.\ Even as little boys we got the 
impression that talking with God is a 
great and holy privilege. We learned 
from his example that prayer is more 
than asking for things and then for- 
getting the One addressed. Somehow 
we got the impression that prayer is 
telling Him what lies deep in our hearts, 
sharing our burdens, asking for advice, 
and seeking the help we need. Prayer 
became real to us because we felt that 
it was a blessed privilege to our dear 
teacher; and I know that every one of his 
boys knelt by his bed before he went 
to sleep. 

We noticed also how he handled the 
Bible. He held it in his hands as if’it 
were the most sacred treasure on earth. 
He never threw it down or slid it along 
the bench or struck it with his fist. And 
to this day I have a revulsion when I see 
someone handle the Book of books care- 
lessly. 

I feel quite sure that not one of us 
could recall accurately very much that 
he said to us, but each one carries in 
his heart certain impressions received 
from him. That teacher made a definite 
contribution to every boy who came 
under his influence and, today, he has 
a share in the work of those who are 
active in helping to build God’s King- 
dom. 

If we had to put into a single sen- 
tence all that he did for us we should 
have to state it in words like these, 
“He revealed God to us.” After all that’s 
the greatest privilege the Sunday school 
teacher has, the privilege of revealing 
God to those who sit at his feet. The 
class may forget what he says, they may 


(Continued on page 1040) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





f Shanghai is now working suc- 
cessfully on Formosa, It is a res- 
cue home for girls, and also does general 
children’s mission work. “A public. pri- 
mary school next to us, of almost four 


Tor Door of Hope Rescue Mission 
0 


thousand pupils, feeds the Friday ‘after- . 


noon children’s meeting. Each Sunday 
afternoon, about three hundred children 
crowd into our yard for an hour of sing- 
ing, Bible stories, and Scripture memo- 
rizing. I wish you could hear them sing. 
Often they are waiting at the gate over 
an hour before time for beginning. Lit- 
tle ones come to the gate during the 
week asking, ‘Is this the time we can 
come and believe in Jesus?’ Parents 
come to find out why their children are 
so interested. As one father said, ‘May 
I stand and listen? I, too, want to be 
saved.” (Door of Hope Mission, 2900 
Alamo Drive, Orlando, Fla.) 


Canon Raven, speaking of the Evan- 
ston discussions on “the Hope,” summed 
it up thus: “They so postponed the 
Second Coming as to hamstring ‘hope.’” 
In an amiable “Affirmation,” which, in 
the Pullen Memorial Church, Raleigh, 
N. C., takes the place of the thunder 
of the Apostolicum, is talk of “laboring 
for the progress of knowledge, the pro- 
motion of justice, and the reign of peace, 
the realization of human brotherhood 
... the transformation of the world into 
the Kingdom of God.” How this program 
hamstrings hope one soon learns who 
devotes effort to, for example, the war 
on alcoholism. There is no final hope 
in all such effort, merely an agonized 
“hope” of serving in some way one’s 
generation before falling on sleep. 

Raleigh, N. C., is but speaking Bos- 
tonese, the ancient patois of James Free- 
man Clarke, of Edward Everett Hale, 
of Bellamy’s “Looking Backward.” M. 
Henri Eberhard is wiser. In his “C’etait 
quatre heures du soir,” he says: “Jesus 
retains in His heart no human hope for 
our world. It is under condemnation. 
One hope remains, the Kingdom of God 
which He alone shall establish, Men 
have spent centuries in setting up that 
which is now standing of this proud civ- 
ilization. It will require but a few mo- 
ments for it to fall... 

“Why then has Christianity, I mean 
the church, believed in the world, its 
future, its destiny? Why has she wished 
to add her stone to this human construc- 
tion? Why has she worked alongside 
of men? Why has she given blessing to 
their works instead .of startling them 
with the sentinel cry, ‘You cannot! Seek 
first the Kingdom of God!’ She must 


have the courage to say the prophetic 
word, ‘Of all this, nothing shall remain,’” 


Brilliant C. S. Lewis of Oxford has, 
in “The World’s Last Night,” summed 
up the matter in model form. “It is 
impossible to retain in any recognizable 
form our belief in the divinity of Christ 
and the truth of the Christian revelation 
while abandoning, or even persistently 
neglecting, the promised, and threatened, 
Return. The view of a world slowly 
ripening to perfection is a myth sup- 
ported by no evidence whatsoever. Man, 
though longer lived than men, is equally 
mortal. Most scientists agree that the 
world will not always be habitable. In- 
dividual life is precarious, temporary,\ 
and provisional. That is also true of the 
whole life of humanity in this world.” 


More Secessions.—Unionist politicians 
really promote division. Thus the pro- 
posed merger of Congregationalists and 
Evangelical Reformed threatens a split 
in Congregationalism and the formation 
of a new foreign mission society for the 
seceding churches. 

Five years ago, thé Baptist Bible Fel- 
lowship was formed in protest against 
Modernist and unionist tendencies in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. A Bap- 
tist Bible College was set up in Spring- 
field, Mo., which has already had more 
than three hundred in training and to 
which the churches have subscribed 
$485,313. To foreign missions, in this 
brief period, $717,762 have been con- 
tributed. The Baptist Bible Tribune 
prints lists of hundreds of giving Bap- 
tist churches. These are the fils inquiéts 
de l église, “the troubled sons of the 
church,” and most denominations now 
have similar contingents. The Baptist 
Bible Tribune is the mouthpiece of the 
new movement, brilliantly edited by Mr. 
Noel Smith, a keen, fearless, true-to- 
Scripture editor. 

An outstanding church in this move- 
ment is the Temple Baptist Church, De- 
troit, which stands on a thoroughfare 
on which a qudrter of a million people 
are estimated to pass daily. It has 
5,400 enrolled in its Sunday Bible school, 
and an average of 4,200 present! A great 
three-story building accommodates them. 
This has ramps instead of stairs to facil- 
itate rapid evacuation of the multitudes. 
The main auditorium of the church seats 
5,200. Contributions for all purposes 
reach half a million yearly. 

This church is of course evangelically 
loyal in its teaching. It is an important 
supperter of the Baptist Bible College 
in Springfield, Mo., which now has 335 
students housed in modern buildings. 
Its evangelistic program is the explana- 
tion of all. Every Monday night, visitation 
groups assemble to go out to Detroit 
homes with the Gospel. On an average 500 





By ERNEST GORDON 


come to receive their assignments and 
to make reports of the previous week. 
But that is not all. On Thursday morn- 
ings, women foregather to spend the day 
in personal evangelism. Al] this has 
much to do with the rapid growth of 
the Sunday schools to their present size, 
New members learn and give out at the 
same time, the best way of learning and 
of growing in Christian knowledge. “It 
is amazing how quickly consecrated 
Christians, or just newborn babes in 
Christ, with a passion for souls, can 
learn when confronted with questions 
of sinners who want to know more about 
the Saviour. Talk about searching the 
Scripture! These people do it to find 
the answers, and then they bring those 
answers to those who are dying for want 
of them.” 


The United Church of South India is 
the paragon of the promoters of church 
unity. A revealing flash from within 
confirms past hesitations. The Rt, Rev. 
Bishop Cheloppa of that church, has de- 
livered himself of the following reflec- 
tions (South India Mail, Feb. 12, 1955): 

“Protestants should think sincerely of 
possible union with the Roman Catholic 
Church. After achieving complete unity 
among Protestants, they should even 
think of union with Catholics. We 
should begin to understand each other 
and sympathize with each other’s point 
of view. Protestants should take the 
trouble of reading R. C. books and papers 
to find out their problems.” 

This brings satisfaction to an Indian 
Romanist publication Janapremi. It 
“hopes for a responsive echo in every 
Protestant heart. Our separated breth- 
ren are realizing more and more the 
absurdity of their position, For them the 
prayer of Newman, ‘The night is dark, 
and I am far from home; lead Thou 
me on.’” 

Equally significant is the action taken 
by the Church of England according to 
which “ministers of the Church of South 
India may celebrate Holy Communion in 
the Church of England providing they 
do not so in any other churches that 
made the Union—Presbyterian, Metho- 
dist, and Congregational. This means 
that if Bishop Newbiggin celebrated 
Communion in his old Scots kirk, he 
could not do it also in an Anglican 
church” (British Weekly, July 14, 1955). 

Fine “church union.” Rather church 
deception and church betrayal. What 
would the missionaries of the earlier 
American Board Mission it: Madras and 
Madura and the Scudders of the Re- 
formed Mission in South India think of 
such elerical and sacerdotal maneuvers 
under the guise of “all one”? 


LE LeRARE 
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LESSON 2. JANUARY 8. JESUS TEACHES CONFIDENCE IN GOD 


Luke 12:4-53; printed text, verses 22-34 


Golden Text.—Arnd seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink 
you Father knoweth 
all these things shall be added unto you.—Luke 1 


the nations of the world seek &fter: and 
God; an 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Luke 12:22 And he said unto his disciples, Therefore, I say 
unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; 
neither for the body, what ye shall put on. 
23 The life is more than meat, and the body is more than 


raiment. 
24 Consider the ravens: 


stature one cubit? 


26 If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, 


why take ye thought for the rest? 


27 Consider the lilies how they grow: 


spin not; and yet I say unto you, that 


glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
28 If then God so clothe the grass, which is to day in the 
field, and to morrow is cast into the oven; how much more 


will he clothe you, O ye of little faith? 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D, 


Approach to the Lesson 
ISEASE has killed its thousands, 
D and worry its ten thousands. 
Worry is bad for the physical 
health. Probably more functional dis- 
orders are attributable to this cause than 
to all others put together. 

Worry-is bad for the mental health. 
Besides the fact that it has filled our 
mental institutions, it has reduced the 
mental capacity of the populace to an 
alarming extent. Clear thinking is im- 
possible in the presence of anxiety. For 
one thing, anxiety gives a false per- 
spective, and thinking based on false 
perspective is found to be faulty. Con- 
centration, too, is made exceedingly 
more difficuit where care rules the mind. 
Just think how much loss is sustained 
in the economic world, the scientific 
world, and every other sphere of human 
activity, because of the presence of 
worry! 

Worry is bad for the spiritual health. 
To put it quite bluntly, worry is sin, 
and sin is itself spiritual disease. Worry 
is disobedience, worry is unbelief, worry 
is self-centeredness, worry is a form of 
worldliness. How can spiritual health 
be built with such a cancer eating at 
the very vitals of one’s life? 

In the face of all this, there can be 
nothing more foolish than worry. Yet, 
while it is easy enough to say, “Don’t 
worry,” it is not'so simple a matter to 
leave off worrying. We need some 
strong counteraction to break its hold, 


for they neither sow nor reap; 
which neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth 
them: how much more are ye better than the fowls? 

25 And which of you with taking thought can add to his 


that ye have 


things. 


they toil not, they 


Solomon in all his rupteth. 


, neither be ye of doubtful mind. For al 
Lew La min or all these things do 


a rather seek ye the kingdom of 


29 And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall 
drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind. 

30 For all these things do the nations of the world seek 
after: and your Father knoweth that we have need of these 


31 But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these 
things shall be added unto you. 

32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom. 

33 Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves 
bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that 
faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth cor- 


34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also, 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


the Inter- 


International Council of “Religious Education. 
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some tremendous facts that will offset 
all that started the worry-machine go- 
ing. Our well-meaning friends who bid 
us not to worry have no real panacea 
to offer. But our Lord Jesus, in the 
passage of this week’s lesson, strips us 
of our last reason for worrying, and of- 
fers us a life of carefreeness completely 
beyond the understanding of this world. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 12:22.—*. .. Take no thought for 
your life, what ye shall eat; neither for 
the body, what ye shall put on.” From 
addressing the crowd, Jesus turns now 
to His disciples, and begins teaching, 
which is an echo of the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matt. 6:25-34). The anxiety 
here in view is what tears the mind to 
pieces—usually over things to eat and 
things to wear. 

Verse 23.—“The life is more than meat, 
and the body is more than raiment.” 
In worrying over these things, we are 
putting the lesser things before the 
greater. There are bigger meanings to 
life than making ourselves simply recep- 
tacles for food and “mannequins” for 
clothes. 


Verse 24.—“Consider the ravens... 
how much more are ye better than the 
fowls?” The ravens are unclean birds, 
scavengers, incapable of human fore- 
sight and industry, yet they are remem- 
bered by God, and fed. 


Verse 25.—“‘And which of you with 
taking thought can add to his stature 
one cubit?” Anxiety can be a cause of 
our wasting away, but it can never build 


our frame nor prolong our days. Thus 


it defeats its own end. 


Verse 26—“If ye then be not able 
... why take ye thought ... ?” To sup- 
port the life from day to day is here 
regarded as a bigger thing than the size 
of the body. Our inability to do the 
lesser thing is an argument for the sense- 
lessness of worrying over the greater. 


Verse 27.—“Consider the lilies ... 
Solomon in all his glory was not ar- 
rayed like one of these.” From meat we 
turn to clothes, and from ravens to lilies. 
Lilies are still more helpless than ravens, 
incapable of any toil on their own be- 
half, yet their crimson grandeur exceeds 
that of Israel’s most magnificent mon- 
arch, 


Verse 28.—“If then God so clothe the 
grass ... how much more... you... ?” 
As man is more than grass, so the God 
who cares for the grass will care for 
man’s needs. To think otherwise is to 
bring ourselves into the category of 
“little faith.” 


Verse 29.—“‘And seek not ye what ye 
shall eat... drink... of doubtful mind.” 
Here we pass from the anxiety of those 
who have not to the lust and indulgence 
of those who have. A mind full of covet- 
ousness can never be a mind of faith. 


Verse 30.—*. . . the nations of the 
world ... your Father knoweth that ye 
have need of these things.” Lusting after 
things to eat and things to drink and 
things to wear is a mark of the world- 
ling. These are all legitimate, even 
needful, in themselves, but when our 
desires go beyond the Father’s provision, 
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based on His knowledge of our needs, 
we have become worldly. 

‘Verse 31—‘“But rather seek ye the 
kingdom of God; and all these things 
shall be added unto you.” The higher 
search is the Kingdom of God. To enter 
into it, inherit it, and promote it, must 
be our aim, and we may then rest as- 
sured of the Heavenly Father’s provi- 
sion in the material realm. 

Verse 32.—‘“. . . it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 
Surely He who has appointed us to-royal 
dignity will not withhold the common 
provision! 

Verse 33.—“Sell ... and give ...a 
treasure in the heavens that faileth not 

..” Whether we literally dispense with 
this world’s goods, or sell them in the 
sense of making them over to God for 
His ordering, is a matter of personal 
leading. But either way, there must be 
a renunciation of this world and its 
treasures if we would secure the treas- 
ures above. 

Verse 34.—‘For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also.” What 
the Lord finally wants is our heart, and 
that is why He wants us to have our 
treasure in Him, for the heart follows 
our possessions, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

There are two kinds of anxiety—the 
anxiety of poverty and the anxiety of 
wealth, the anxiety of those who have 
not and the anxiety of those who have. 
Both are in view in this lesson. 

Our Lord has just given the parable 
of the Rich Fool in answer to the covet- 
ous spirit of the one who had asked Him 
to mediate in a financial dispute (vs. 13- 
21). He now turns to His disciples and 
gives them this twofold warning against 
anxiety in the day of want and covet- 
ousness in the day of plenty. 

Our Lord puts His finger upon the items 
which command by far the greatest 
measure of care in. men—things to eat, 
things to drink, and things to wear. He 
begins by pointing out that there is 
more to life than the mere meeting of 
these needs of the body (v. 23). He 
proceeds, then, to show how God takes 
care of these very items for creatures 
who have no capacity to secure them for 
themselves. As examples He points to 
the raven and the lily. The raven, un- 
like the rich fool of the parable, has 
no ability to lay up in store. His in- 
stinct requires that he depend on the 
occasion for his food, and it is provided. 
The lily is even more helpless. It can- 
not weave or spin, yet it is clothed more 
gorgeously than the most luxurious of 
kings. All of this does not mean that 
God’s children are to be improvident 
and shiftless, but in the day of adversity 
we are to remember our high place in 
the economy of God, and trust the Father 
who cares even for ravens arid lilies. 

But for some of God’s children the 
test comes not so much in the day of 
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Last Week's Lesson 

1. January 1.—Jesus Rebukes Insin- 
cerity. Luke 11:14 to 12:3, 54-59 
Next Week's Lesson 


3. January 15.—Jesus Calls for Re- 
pentance . : Luke 13:1-25 








want as in the day of plenty. Then the 
danger is to love too much the things 
to eat, the things to drink, and the things 
to wear. This, says the Lord, is to bring 
oneself down to the level of the heathen, 
those who know mot God and who have 
no higher aim than the physical. Our 
Father who created the body knows its 
needs and will be bountiful in His pro- 
vision, but life has a higher meaning for 
us than the satisfactions of the _ body. 
We are called to the inheritors of the 
Kingdom of God, and the things of the 
Kingdom must be our big concern. If 
we make God’s business ours, we may 
be sure that He will make our. business 
His, and we shall be provided for with- 
out casting covetous eyes on the things 
of the world.. God’s concern for us is 
that our hearts be in the right place, 
and since our hearts follow our treas- 
ures, He would Have us lay up our treas- 
ures in Heaven rather than on earth. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1..Do not worry in the time of need 
(Luke 12:22-28) 

2. Do not covet in the day of plenty 
(vs. 29-34) 


Topics for Development 

Consider the Ravens. It is rather re- 
markable that our Lord picked out the 
raven for this lesson. It is specifically 
marked out in the Old Testament as one 
of the unclean birds (Lev. 1:13, 15). Its 
food is carrion. It is almost universally 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

N WHAT two occasions did Jesus 

give this teaching against worry? 

2. To whom did Jesus address this 
teaching about worry? 

3. What is our Lord’s first argument 
against anxiety concerning meat and 
clothing? 

4. What special dignity is accorded the 
body in the Christian scheme of things? 

5. Where is the raven first mentioned 
in the Bible? 

6. What is the most humorous verse in 
our lesson? 

7. What special distinction of Solomon 
does our Lord mention? 

8. What characteristic of heathendom 
does our Lord mention? 

9. What is the best assurance of having 
our earthly needs met? 

10. What is the surest way of having 
our hearts in Heaven? 

(Answers on page 1040) 
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regarded as a bird of ill omen, perhaps 
due to the fact that it was a raven which 
Noah first let out of the ark, and it did. 
not return. It doubtless made itself at 
home on the spoil of a destroyed world 
(Gen. 8:7). We remember in Shakes- 
peare’s “Macbeth” how that murderer 
of his king says, 
The raven himself is hoarse 

That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan 

Under my battlements. 
It is not, then, the most attractive of 
the birds that our Lord uses, but one of 
the least attractive. We should not for- 
get, however, that God has used _ that 
unattraetive bird to minister. It was 
through the instrumentality of the ravens 
that He fed Elijah with bread and meat 
morning and evening by the Brook 
Cherith (1 Kings 17:4). God, then, cares 
for this ill-omened bird, and will even © 
use it to care for His children. 

Consider the Lilies. Our Lord uses 
the common field lily in its brilliant at- 
tire as an object lesson of trust for us, 
and His assurance that He will not for- 
get our need of clothing. There can be 
no doubt that the Lord is here referring 
to clothes to cover our body in the ordi- 
nary sense, but it is helpful to remember 
that He has provided other clothing for 
us—the clothing of which Zinzendorf 
sings in his great hymn, translated for 
us by Wesley: 

Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 

My beauty are, my glorious dress, 

Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 

With joy shall I lift up my head. 


Practical Applications 

Worry will neither feed nor clothe you, 
but will make you more incapable of 
securing your food and clothing. Then 
worry is folly. 

Meat and dress are* small items in 
comparison with eternal necessities, 
therefore anxiety over these things 
marks one as a worldling. 

God’s care for ravens and lilies points 
up His care for us. Worry, therefore, 
is sinful distrust of the Heavenly Father, 

Making too much of food and dress is 
a mark of heathenism. Do not be a 
heathen. 

No one has ever lost out by putting 
God first. 


Golden Text 

Luke 12:29-31.—“And seek not ye what 
ye shall eat... drink ... of doubtful 
mind ... the nations of the world... 


‘your Father knoweth that ye have need 


of these things. But rather seek ye the 
kingdom of God; and all these things 
shall be added unto you.” We are all 
seekers. What we are at heart deter- 
mines what we seek, and what we seek 
determines what we are. It works both 
ways. To seek mere bodily satisfac- 
tion is heathenish, but to seek the King- 
dom and righteousness of God is to mani- 
fest the work of the Holy Spirit, and to 
be a man of God. 


EvLMuourst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep Hymns 
“How Firm a Foundation” 
“We've a Story To Tell to the Nations” 
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Ever 
blessed God, whose tender mercies con- 
stantly surround us, we are glad and 
grateful for Thy faithfulness to Thy 
promises and Thy loving provision for 
all our needs. Make us of those who put 
Thy cause and Kingdom first. Show us 
how we may each one best serve Thee 
and forward Thy work. Bless and use 
all who love Thee sincerely and strive 
to lead others to the Saviour. Guide 
the leaders of the nations to do wisely in 
all things and let justice flourish and 
‘harmony prevail in the relations of 
nation to nation and man to man. We 
remember before Thee our sick loved 
ones and friends and all others in any 
trouble, that they might find Thy help 
for their need. Remember not our trans- 
gressions, but forgive and cleanse us and 
make us strong as well as willing to do 
Thy will at all times, through Christ 
our Saviour. Amen. 
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After the Lesson—Today’s Golden 
Text reminds me of a story contained in 
a letter from a missionary in Ceylon. 
It told of a young man, only two months 
converted, who greatly longed to go to 
a large tea estate to share with his own 
people the blessings of the Gospel. How- 
ever, he had just obtained a new job 
which he was due to commence. Sunday 


Wirt Save’ GOD'S Care* 


came and the young man called on his 
missionary friend saying, “Pray for me, 
sir, I'm off” “Off where?” asked the 
missionary. “Sixty miles away, to a 
large tea estate.” “But were you not to 
start that new job in the city?” “Lord 
Jesus calls, sir,” came the reply, “Lord 
Jesus calls, and Jesus comes first.” 
“What about supplies?” asked the mis- 
sionary. “Supplies?” said the young 
man, frowning as though there was dis- 
trust of God in the question, “Lord Jesus, 
sir, has He not promised?” So off he 
went with the missionary’s prayers and 
a load of tracts and Testaments. Later 
came a letter from him so full of joy 
that the missionary wept. God was using 














CONTRASTING CURRENCIES/ 


i aa pages oti: is, vig will by aka Ss by) be wnabapey- 


a Oe, 








was ceremonially unclean; and the Is- 


December 24, 1955 


that earnest, trustful young Christian; 
doors were opening to him, and he was 
planning to go further afield. 

With a trust in his Lord that puts 
most of us to shame, that new Chris- 
tian took no thought for supplies. The 
Lord Jesus had promised, and that was 
enough. He just took his Lord at His 
word, “Seek ye the kingdom .. . and all 
these things shall be added unto you.” 
Most of us are more concerned about 
supplies than about souls and one rea- 
son is that we have so little faith. 
Though we can say, “Lord, I believe,” 
we need to add, “Help thou mine unbe- 
lief.” 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“Take no thought for your life...” 
(Luke 12:22).—“It is not taking thought 
for the morrow that is forbidden us, 
but taking care (in the full sense of 
care). The word used has been claimed 
in these different senses by different in- 
terpreters; but it certainly is derived 
from one which suggests ‘division,’ and 
so ‘distraction’ of heart; and this is com- 
pletely in accordance with the warning 
about singleness of eye and divided serv- 
ice. Moreover, James, where he is 
speaking explicitly of the boasting of 
those who say, ‘To day or to morrow we 
will go into such a city, and continue 
there a year, and buy and sell, and get 
gain,’ corrects such a speech in this 
manner, that ‘ye ought to say, If the 
Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or 
that’ (chap. 4:13-15). He blames only 
the confident assurance of the speech, 
and not all ‘taking thought for the mor- 
row’” (Numerical Bible). 

Having such Scriptures as Psalm 55: 
22, “Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and 
he shall sustain thee .. .” and 1 Peter 
5:7, “Casting all your care upon him; 
for he careth for you,” it remains for 
everyone naming the name of the Lord 
to place implicit confidence ‘in Him. 

This exhortation is not only for 
preachers at home, and missionaries 
abroad, but for all believers. 

When friends sought to make a certain 
preacher Overanxious about the neces- 
sities of life, they reminded him he had 
eleven good reasons why he should not 
serve the Lord on faith lines. And 
when they asked him how he meant to 
maintain his wife and ten children, he 
answered: “They must all live on 
Matthew 6, “Take no thought, saying, 
What shall we eat? or, . . . wherewithal 
shall we be clothed? . . . But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his right- 
eousness; and all those things shall be 
added unto you.’” 

“Consider the ravens . . . God feed- 
eth them...” (Luke 12:24).—The raven 
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raelites were forbidden to use it for food, 
or sacrifice (Lev. 11:15); yet God feed- 
eth the ravens! (Job 38:41; Psa. 147:7-9.) 
That being the case, it should be be- 
lieved that He will far more readily feed 
believers who are cleansed by the pre- 
cious blood of the Lamb of God. 

This does not mean that the Lord 
will not test the faith of His children in 
such matters as food, raiment, and shel- 
ter (see Phil. 4:12, 13). 

I knew a preacher who acted on the 
principle of faith in a living God to take 
care of him. One day he said to his 
fiancee, “I love you, and am perfectly 
willing to marry you; but I should like 
you to know that there may be times 
when my ‘barrel of meal’ may be empty, 
and my ‘cruse of oil’ shall fail.” She 
smilingly answered: “I love you, and 
am perfectly willing to be united to you 
in marriage, and if our ‘barrel of meal’ 
should sometime be empty, I shall gladly 
put my head alongside yours in that 
empty barrel and sing, ‘Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow.’” They were 
married, they were tested; but it also 
pleased the Lord to bless them tem- 
porally and spiritually. 


“.. neither be ye of doubtful mind” 
(Luke 12:29).—I like the marginal read- 
ing here, “Live not in careful suspense.” 
A childlike confidence in God regarding 
the necessaries of life makes it unnec- 
essary for a child of God to say as did 
that great man, Cicero, “I am in sus- 
pense and entangled in great perplex- 
ities.” 

“The weakness of man’s faith is the 
only really sorrowful weakness after all. 
. . . How often has love, in the most 
undreamed of way, disappointed all our 
fears!” (F. W. Grant.) 

Annie Johnson Flint has beautifully 
and helpfully expressed the difference 
between what God has, and has not 
promised: 

God hath not promised 
Skies always blue, 

Flower-strewn pathways 
All our lives through; 

God hath not promised 
Sun without rain, 

Joy without sorrow, 
Peace without pain, 


But God hath promised 
Strength for the day, 
Rest from the labor, 
Light for the way; 
Grace for the trials, 
Help from above, 
Unfailing sympathy, 
Undying love, 


. seek ye the kingdom of God... 
it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom” (Luke 12:31, 32).— 
“There is no contradiction between 
verses 31 and 32. The kingdom is given 
to us and yet we are to seek it. We 
must seek it because it is not yet in 
manifestation; consequently it is not 
found in the things of this life, but lies 
in the spiritual and moral realities con- 
nected with the souls of those who are 
brought under divine authority. Never- 
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theless, the kingdom is to be a mani- 
fested reality in this world, and the 
title deeds of it are already sure to the 
people of God. As our thoughts and 
our lives today are filled with the things 
of God and the service of God, we seek 
the Kingdom of God” (F. B. Hole). 


Recall the story of the rich English 
merchant to whom his sovereign gave a 
commission of importance, and he de- 
murred, saying, “Please, your Majesty, 
if I obey your behests, what will be- 
come of my own affairs?” His monarch 
answered, “Leave those things to me; 
when you are employed in my service, 
I will take charge of your business.” 
So it will be with all those who place 
the Lord’s affairs first in their lives. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, did you ever try to run 

a chicken out of the garden? There 
is the gate wide open for the chicken’s 
speedy and happy exit, but the crazy 
fowl runs right by it every time—back 
and forth, back and forth, squawking 
and cackling in great distress. The 
chicken “wants out” very much, but 
is utterly blind to the way out. People 
are like that. They torment themselves, 
longing and striving for something that 
is already prepared and waiting for them 
to receive it. That is evidently what 
our Lord was thinking of when He said, 
in effect, Do not be overanxious about 
what you shall eat or what you shall 
drink, or what you shall wear. Your 
Heavenly Father knows you have need 
of these things. Does He not feed the 
ravens, and does He not clothe the lily 
in the most beautiful garments? If God 
would so clothe the grass of the field 
which tomorrow will be cast into the 
oven and burned, would He not clothe 
you, O ye of little faith? Then He opens 
the gate, saying, Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God, and all these things shall 
be added unto you. That little gate may 
seem narrow but it is the way out of 
your dilemma. Why do we keep run- 
ning by it, back and forth, back and 
forth? 

Think for a moment. Is there some- 
thing you very much desire, but for 
some reason it is out of your reach? 
Possibly the lack of money, or the con- 
sent of your parents? or because of your 
youth, or some other handicap. It is 
foolish to fret or worry over it. The 
very best thing you can do, according 
to the Lord Jesus (and surely He 
knows), is to pray. Ask God for it; 
that is your privilege. But at the same 
time ask Him if it is His will that you 
should have it; if it is not His will you 
don’t want it. That is seeking first the 
Kingdom of Heaven. That is the gate- 
way out. It is quite possible you are 
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asking for something that would be 
harmful to you. 

When I was ten I asked my father to 
let me have a shotgun; then I waited to 
see what he would say. He said a plenty. 
He did not think I was old enough to 
have a shotgun. He told me of a ten- 
year-old boy who had a shotgun and 
accidentally killed his little brother. 
He said that when I came to my twelfth 
birthday, he would consider it. I had 
faith in my father’s judgment, iand 
waited, and sure enough I received a 
shotgun on my twelfth birthday. Your 
Heavenly Father is infinitely wiser than 
any earthly father. Ask Him. 

Paul told the Philippians, “Be careful 
for nothing [be not overanxious]; but 
in every thing by prayer and supplica- 
tion with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God. And the 
peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, ~shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6). 

And here is another great thought, 
fellows. You want to be strong. The 
Prophet Isaiah said: “In quietness and 
in confidence shall be your strength” 
(Isa, 30:15). The fellow wko will ask 
God first, and is willing to abide by His 
will and wait for Him to act, will have 
poise, will be steady—no matter what 
may be the discouraging circumstances. 
In quietness and confidence will be his 
strength. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


T WAS .New Year’s Eve. Harriet 

Harper was recovering from a seri- 
ous illness, and now tonight her little 
brother was dangerously ill with croup. 
Their mother was doing everything she 
could think of to help the baby, but 
he seemed to be getting worse instead of 
better. If only they could get a doc- 
tor; but they lived out in the country 
three miles from the nearest neighbor 
and had no telephone. Mr. Harper was 
away, and there was a real blizzard out- 
side. 

“Oh, Mother,” said Harriet, “do let 
me go out to look for someone to get 
a doctor'for Benny!” 

“No,” said Mrs, Harper. “Nobody will 
pass by in this awful weather and you'd 
get your death of cold.” 

“But it is terrible to have Benny so 
ill, I'm afraid he'll die if we don’t get 
the doctor.” 

“Well, you can’t go out,” said her 
mother. ~“I don’t want to lose both of 
you,” she added in a low voice. 

Harriet lay on the davenport, feeling 
most unhappy. Suddenly she remem- 
bered the Lord whom she had recently 
learned to trust. She began to pray: 
“Oh, Lord, please don’t let Benny die! 
Please send someone who can get the 
doctor for us. For Jesus’ sake.” Over 
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and over Harriet prayed, till she felt 
sure that her prayer would be answered. 

Suddenly she heard the sound of 
sleigh bells. “Someone is coming down 
the road,” she exclaimed, but her mother 
did not hear. She was bending over 
the baby, fearing that each breath would 
be his last. “Oh, Lord,” Harriet prayed 
again. “Please make them stop in here 
so they’ll get the doctor for us.” 

The sleigh stopped and in a moment 
someone knocked at the door. Then the 
door was pushed open and the doctor 
who had taken care of Harriet stepped 
into the room. “Benny is awful sick!” 
she gasped. 

Half an hour later the baby was out 
of danger. Then the doctor said, “It’s a 
good thing I came when I did, and had 
the right remedies with me. I was on 
my way home from an emergency call 
when I saw your light. I don’t know 
what made me stop, but I felt I just had 
to!” 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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“I know why,” said Harriet happily. 
“God sent you!” Her experience that 
night made Harriet realize how com- 
pletely she could trust the Lord. She had 
prayed that He would send someone to 
go for the doctor; instead, the Lord sent 
the doctor himself! 
Our lesson today is about confidence 
in God. The first part is about a man 
whose confidence was in his crops and 
his barns, instead of in the Lord. Let 
us read together Luke 12:16-21. Why 
did God call that man a fool? (Be- 
cause he had not prepared for death.) 
Yes, with all his riches he was far 
poorer than Harriet. She had put her 
trust in the Saviour, so a home in 
Heaven was waiting for her. 
Now let us read around the class from 
verse 22 to verse 34. In these verses 
the Lord Jesus told His followers not 
to take thought, that is, not to worry 
about what they were going to eat or 
drink or wear. Did you notice in verse 
30 that He said, “For all these things 
do the nations of the world seek after”? 
That is still true today. Many people 
spend the major part of their lives plan- 
ning what to eat, what to drink, and 
what to wear. But the Christian should 
be different. He has a Heavenly Father 
who can and will provide all that he 
needs. This doesn’t mean that he is to 
be lazy. We learn that from many 
other Scriptures. But it does mean that 
we are to have confidence that the Lord 
will supply all our needs. Then we can 
give time and thought to His Word and 
His work, instead of worrying our minds 
about the things of earth. 
Read verse 24 again. Ravens are not 
considered very nice birds, and yet the 
Lord makes. provision for them. It 
would be impossible for one of them 
to build storehouses and barns like “the 
fool” did, yet God meets their needs. 
And we are more precious than the 
birds to Him. 
Did you ever hear the little poem 
called, “Overheard in an Orchard”? 
Said the Robin to the Sparrow, 
“I should really like to know 

Why these anxious human beings 
Rush about and worry so?” 

Said the Sparrow to the Robin, 
“Friend, I think that it must be 

That they have no Heavenly Father 
Such as cares for you and me.” 

—Elizabeth Cheney, 

Read verse 27 again. The Lord made 
the lilies so beautiful that He said, “Sol- 
omon in all his glory” was not dressed 
as well as one of them. The One who 
clothes the flowers with such beauty is 


surely concerned with our appearance. 


He doesn’t want us to be so busy fixing 
ourselves up that we have no time for 
His work. Instead He wants us to leave 
our concerns in His hands, giving our 
best thought and means to His interests. 
If we do put His Kingdom first we have 
His word that all necessary things will 
be provided for us. And besides having 
our present needs taken care of, we will 
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be laying up treasure in Heaven! And 
that treasure never can be lost! 

I shall never forget my visit to the 
Chicago Stock Exchange. We were on 
a balcony looking down into “the pits,” 
where men were shouting and violently 
gesticulating to one another. Someone 
explained to us that fortunes are some- 
times lost there in a single hour! How 
much better it is to lay up treasure in 
Heaven, which will last throughout eter- 
nal ages! Verse 34 is significant: The 
Lord wants us to lay up treasure in 
Heaven, so that our hearts will be there. 

Remember we have a living Saviour 
to trust and to serve. Last Sunday we 
started to learn two verses that answer 
the question, “What did Christ foretell 
about His death and resurrection?” Let 
us read the whole answer again, and 
then learn the last part, “Jesus said 
unto them, The Son of man shall be 
betrayed into the hands of men: and they 
shall kill him, and the third day he 
shall be raised again” (Matt. 17:22, 23). 
And He was raised again! Because we 
have a living Saviour, shall we not serve 
Him more faithfully and trust Him more 
completely? 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

Trusting in God (Luke 12:22-31) 
AVE some articles of clothing on the 
table, also some money. The Lord’s 
sermons often started with everyday 
things. Can you remember how He used 
seed, a lamp, washing hands and dishes, 
to teach people? If you read Luke 12 
this last week, you found many more 
sermons starting with common things: 
yeast, sparrows sold cheap, a quarrel 
about dividing things, good crops, money, 
slaves, weather, and other things. What 
ones do you remember? Today we are 
going to have a “close-up” of the sermon 
about food and clothes—or the money 

to buy them—and crows and lilies. 
Maybe there is some girl who is very 
unhappy because she doesn’t have as 
many dresses as some of her schoolmates. 
Or you fuss because you can’t have all 

the candy and allowance you want! 
This week juncos are frequently 
scratching and picking among the pine 
spills just outside the window. Those 
little gray birds are traveling through 
from their summer homes in the north 
to other homes farther south for the 
winter. But does God have something 
ready for them to eat in Orono? This 
week there has been a strange sight of 
a white robin with black spots on his 
back, and just a faint orange~color on 
the sides of his breast. He is a freak, 
looking so different from all the others! 
But he jerks his tail and chirps like 
a robin. And God has given him the 
same food of mountain ash berries and 
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other robin foods. Do you suppose 
he grumbles because his clothes are 
so different from robin clothes, or 
does he lift up his head when he 
drinks water to thank God (as much 
as a robin can), and sing a cheery song 
of thanks for his food, and feathers of 
any kind to keep him warm on these 
cold mornings? (The teacher will be on 
the lookout for local bird observations 
rather than using these of October in 
Maine. Point out God’s provision for 
birds in the winter months in food and 
migration, for the grasses, flowers, and 
trees, the latter here at the time of 
writing in their gorgeous reds and gold, 
rivaling the lilies of the field which out- 
shone Solomon’s grandeur, but like them 
soon to fall and be burned.) 


It was springtime when the Lord 
preached his sermon on crows and lilies. 
We can imagine we are seated on the 
grass around“Him, with some of the wild 
red lilies in our hands, and crows flying 
overhead. Nearby may be an outdoor 
oven for baking bread, in which grass 
is used for fuel. (The National Geo- 
graphic Magazine, Dec. 1930, p. 702, shows 
a Greek oven, which is probably similar 
enough to visualize it for children.) Let’s 
begin with the last words of the sermon 
(Luke 12:21). As I read, you watch for 
something that is more important than 
food and clothes and money. (Substitute 
“worry” for the expressions “take 
thought for” and “of doubtful mind.” 
“Fuss about” may be a more needed 
juvenile application, though it has a 
different shade of meaning from the 
original.) Imagine a strong, healthy 
boy, who can run and work, grumbling 
because he hasn’t as much money to 
spend as he would like! Or he doesn’t 
like the kind of food Mother cooked for 
dinner! You better visit a hospital, and 
then you would see verse 23 is true. 
“Seek ye the kingdom of God; and all 
these things shall be added unto you”. 
(Luke 12:31, Memory Verse). 


There are more sermons in Luke 13! 
Draw a picture of one, and be ready to 
tell about it next time. 

ORONO, MAINE, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 138th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Putting God First in Business.— 

Rather seek ye the kingdom of God 
(Luke 12:31, Golden Text). A few 
years ago a young father who was a 
college graduate held a good job in a 
large city. He advanced rapidly in this 
well-known firm and because of his 
technical knowledge he was able to close 
many large deals for his company. His 
superiors insisted that after closing a 
contract or while working on one this 
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young employee should take his cus- 
tomers to the night clubs of the city, 
at the expense of the company. Need- 
less to say, the firm was greatly surprised 
when the young man resigned his fine 
job. He explained that his home and his 
own self-respect meant more to him 
than a lot of money. He took a job in 
a smaller city at a greatly reduced salary, 
but God has blessed him with a happy 
Christian family. He laid hold upon the 
principle which says, “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
and al] these things shall be added unto 
you.”—From the Expositor. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng: 


Peaches or Pumpkins. — Take no 
thought for your life, what ye shall eat; 
neither for the body, what ye shall put 
on (Luke 12:22). Every woman except 
one at the Ladies Aid Society had been 
complaining that the dry season would 
ruin the crops. When they asked her 
if the drought had not hurt her fruit 
and garden, she said: “Yes, but I'll tell 
you what cured me of worrying. I used 
to fret over everything, and one spring 
when I sat down to, have a good cry 
because an untimely frost during peach 
blossoming time threatened to ruin our 
splendid prospects for fruit, my Aunt 
Martha came in, and reminded me that 
she had lived eighty years, and the 
world’s crop of provisions had never 
failed yet. ‘If we don’t have peaches, 
we'll have pumpkins,’ said she. And I 
have noticed since then that in spite 
of all the frosts and droughts, I’ve never 
suffered for food, and I don’t believe you 
have either.” They all smiled sheep- 
ishly, and the president said, thought- 
fully: “That’s true. ‘Peaches or pump- 
kins.’ I'll try to remember that.”—From 
“1001 Illustrations for Pulpit and Plat- 
form,” by Webb. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Richmond, Kans. 


Under or Above the Circumstances?— 
The life is more than meat, and the body 
is more than raiment (Luke 12:23). 
Christ is enough to satisfy the hearts of 
all who confide in Him and who leave 
everything in His hands. Such need 
never be cast down by seeming misfor- 
tunes. A Christian asked another how 
he was getting along. Dolefully his 
friend replied, “Oh, fairly well, under 
the circumstances.” “I am sorry,” ex- 
claimed the other, “that you are under 
the circumstances. The Lord would have 
us living above all circumstances, where 
He Himself can satisfy our hearts and 
meet our every need for time and eter- 
nity.,.—-From “Illustrations of Bible 
Truth,” by H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 

Our Much-More Father.—Consider 
the ravens . . . Consider the lilies .. . 
How much more ...? (Luke 12:24, 27, 
28.) 


He who giveth the tall field-lily 
Grace and glory no king hath seen, 

He who painteth the wayside grasses 
Splendid purple and gold and green, 








* to be homeless in their old age. 
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He who feedeth the houseless sparrows 
Out of the yield of the.fruitful earth, 

He who seeth them fall and perish 
Reckoned by man as of little worth, 


He who careth for birds and blossoms, 
Frail and fleeting that pass away, 


Shall He not count us of “much more 


value,” 
Made in His image to live alway? 
Faithless child of a loving Father, 
“How much more” shall your need be 
met! , 

Be not anxious—your fears dismissing, 
Trust His promise and cease to fret, 
—From “Songs of Faith and Comfort,” 
by Annie Johnson Flint. Sent by Elisa- 

beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Wiser Than His Mother.—If then God 
so clothe the grass, which is to day in 
the field, and to morrow is cast into the 
oven; how much more will he clothe 
you, O ye of little faith? (Luke 12:28.) 
In the autumn twilight, in a poor but 
thrifty peasant’s home, sat a young 
mother plying her needle. She was mak- 
ing a garment for the wee Willie whose 
ringing laughter, heard from the garden, 
told its own sweet tale. “How shall we 
ever get on when winter comes, George? 
‘Tis hard enough in summer; what will 
it be then?” The question awoke some- 
thing within the man’s slumbering soul. 
“Mary, lass, what are you making there?” 
“A warm winter coat for Willie, George.” 
“I guessed as much. Does he know 
about it?” “Not he, dear lamb!” “Won't 
you tell him—to hinder his worrying 
about winter?” “He worry? Why, 
hearken to him, George! He’s as happy 
as the day is long; and even if he had 
the sense to’ think about winter, he’d 
trust his mother to keep him warm.” 
“Aye, lass, and the boy is wiser than his 
mother!” Mary’s eyes filled with tears 
as she caught her husband’s upward 
look, and the cloud of distrust was rolled 
from the hearth by their child’s trust- 
fulness.—From Golden Sheaves. Sent by 
Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


Claim Canceled.—But rather seek ye 
the kingdom of God; and all these things 
shall be added unto you (Luke 12:31). 
A lawyer came. to his client and said he 
could not prosecute a certain claim. “T 
stepped into the little hall, and through 
a crack in the door I saw on the bed 
an old woman. She said: ‘Come, 
Father, now begin. I am all ready.’ 
Down on his knees by her side went 
the old white-haired man. First he re- 
minded God that they were still His 
submissive children, and that whatever 
He saw fit to bring upon them they 
would accept. It would be hard for them 
How 
different it would have been if at least 
one of the boys had been spared! Then 
he quoted several promises assuring the 
safety of those who put their trust in 
God. Last of all he prayed for God's 
blessing on those who were demanding 
“justice.” “Afraid to defeat the old 
man’s prayer?” asked the client. Said 
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the lawyer, “You couldn’t defeat that 
prayer! My mother used to sing, ‘God 
moves in a mysterious way.’” “Well, 
my mother used to sing that, too,” said 
the client. “You can call in the morn- 
ing and tell Mother and him that the 
claim has been met.’”—From the Alli- 
ance Weekly. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


So She Might Want To Follow.—For 
where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also (Luke 12:34). A minister 
preached a sermon on Heaven. At the 
door a lady said to him: “I never heard 
a sermon on Heaven before, and I must 
confess I’m not very interested. That 
sounds awful for a:church member to 
say, doesn’t it?” The minister thought 
to himself, “I believe that woman is de- 
pending on her church membership for 
her salvation; I must see her about it.” 
But before he had time to call on the 
lady, her five-year-old daughter died, 
and she said to the minister: “Oh, I 
can’t understand why God allowed her 
to die. I prayed so hard she would get 
better.” The minister seized the oppor- 
tunity, and he said: “Not long ago you 
told me you weren’t interested in Heaven. 
Perhaps God has taken your treasure 
from you, so that you will want to fol- 
low. Do you know Christ as your Sav- 
iour?” She didn’t, but accepted Him 
that day.—As told by the mimister. Sent 
by Mrs, J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


T WAS Saturday and Paul was busy. 

He was always busy on Saturdays. 
He was home from school, you know, 
and there were many things to be done. 
On this particular Saturday he wanted 
to build a model airplane. But before 
he could do that, he had certain chores 
that had to be done. Of course he 
wanted to work on his airplane more 
than anything else. But he knew it 
would not do him any good to pout and 
complain’ about the chores, for if he did, 
he was fully aware that Mother would 
not let him work on his airplane. So 
he got busy early in the morning with 
his part of the work in the house. 

It was while he was taking out the 
ashes that he noticed the sparrows sit- 
ting on the fence chirping like a spar- 
row choir. They seemed excited or un- 
happy or annoyed. “Mother,” he called, 
“what’s the matter with the sparrows?” 
(His mother always knew what was 
wrong with birds or cats or dogs or 
anything, it seemed to Paul.) 

Mother went to the door, drying her 
hands on her apron. She looked around 
for a minute. “Well, to begin with, their 
nice birdbath is all frozen over.” Stand- 
ing on his tiptoes, Paul could look into 
the ‘place where the sparrows usually 
flopped around each morning, getting 
themselves all nice and clean. Just as 
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Mother said, it was frozen solidly. “And, 
because it is so cold, everything else is 
frozen, too. So the poor little sparrows 
can’t get anything to eat. They are just 
like you, Paul: they get hungry. Every 
morning at about this time I take some 
stale bread out to them. Now they are 
waiting for their meal. I'll get the bread 
and you can break it all up fine and 
throw it out so they can have some 
breakfast.” Paul’s mother was in and 
out again in a hurry. In only a few 
minutes the birds were each pecking 
away at the bread Paul gave them. 

“Now,” his mother explained, “they'll 
be back before long and making more 
noise. That will be because they want 
something to drink and will want to 
take their morning baths. You get a 
teakettle full of real hot water and pour 
it into their birdbath. That will melt 
the ice, and it will stay melted long 
enough for them to drink and bathe.” 
Surely enough, in almost no time at all, 
«the birds were back doing just as Mother 
had said. 

Later, when all the ashes were out, 
Paul wiped his feet carefully and took 
off his hat and jacket and sat down near 
Mother in the kitchen. “Mother, what 
would have happened to those sparrows 
if we had not given them something to 
eat and drink?” he asked. 

“God has many wonderful ways of 
taking care of birds and animals and 
people, Paul.” Mother was never too 
busy to talk over serious things with her 
son. She wiped her hands, got out her 
Bible (the one she kept near the table 
for family worship), and opened it to 
the twelfth chapter of the Gospel of 
Luke. “Once in the long ago when the 
Lord Jesus was here on earth, He said, 
‘Are not sparrows sold five for two cents? 
And yet not one of them is forgotten 
by God.’ Later He said, ‘Stop worry- 
ing... as to what you will have to eat, 
or about your body, as to what you will 
have to wear. Your life is worth more 
than food, and your body more -than 
clothes. Just think of the ravens! For 
they neither sow nor reap, they have no 
storehouses nor barns, and yet God con- 
tinues to feed them. How much more 
are you worth than the birds! ... Just 
think of how the lilies grow! » They do not 
toil nor spin, But, I tell you, not even 
Solomon, in all his splendor, was ever 
dressed like one of them. Now if God 
so gorgeously dresses the wild grass 
which today is green but tomorrow is 
tossed into the furnace, how much more 
surely will He clothe you, O you with lit. 
tle faith? So you must stop seeking what 
to eat and what to drink, and must stop 
being in suspense about these things. 
... . But continue to seek His will, and 
these things will be yours besides. Stop 
being afraid’” (Luke 12:6, 22424, 27-29, 
31, 32, Williams’ Translation). 

“But what would have happened, 
Mother, if you and I hadn’t given the 
birds some bread and water?” Paul 
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wantel to know. “Wouldn’t they have 
starved?” 

“No, honey. God would have taken 
care of them some other way. But He 
caused us to do what He wanted done. 
He cares for little things like sparrows 
and lilies, Paul. And He will always, 
always care for us—so long as we seek to 
do His will every single day.” 

Paul had lots of time (while he was 
making his model airplane) to think 
about these things. 


LANCASTER, PA, 


rm 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1035) 


1. As part of the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matt. 6: 25-34), and after answering cov- 
etousness with the parable of the Rich 
Fool (Luke 12: 22-31). 

2. To His disciples (v. 22). 

3. The dignity of life, which lifts it 
beyond a mere matter of food and dress 
(v, 23). 

4. It becomes a member of Christ and 
a temple of the Holy Ghost (1 Cor. 6:19). 

5. In connection with the Flood when 
Noah released the raven from the ark 
(Gen. 8:7). 

6. Verse 25, where we have the ludi- 
crous picture of a man growing a foot 
and a half by worrying. 

7. He was a flashy dresser (v. 27). 

8. Love of eating and drinking (vs. 
29, 30). ; 

9. Putting God first (v. 31). 

10. Laying up treasure there (v. 34). 


E_muurst, ILL. 
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A Teacher's Privilege 
(Continued from page 1032) 


not notice everything hé does, but they 
will remember what he is. If prayer is 
real and vital to the teacher the class 
will know it even though he makes no 
conscious effort to tell them so. If 
Christ is real and intimate in the teach- 
er’s spiritual fellowship, the class will 
find it easy to know Him in the same 
way. If the Word of God is a precious 
gift to the teacher, he cannot hide that 
fact from his pupils. 

By all means use the most modern 
methods of teaching that you know. 
Become a friend to every member in 
your class. But, if you would come to 
the heart of the matter, you must reach 
out with your inner faith and devotion. 
Words and methods are hopeless here, 
for you have moved into the world of 
spirit. Here soul must reach out to 
soul. In other words, only the life you 
yourself know in Christ can kindle new 
life in the heart of another. 

Sow the seed carefully; God will look 
after the harvest. 

That’s your privilege! 

Sea Iste City, N. J. 




















Lesson for January 8 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Holiness—Its Nature, Hindrances, Dif- 
ficulties, and Roots. By J. C. Ryle, D.D. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., 
$4.50.) From one of the best English 
Christian writers of the last century 
comes this reprint of twenty papers on 
a difficult but important subject. Dr. 
D. Martin Lloyd-Jones, who writes the 
Foreword, urges all readers to read the 
Introduction, “as it provides the setting 
in which he felt impelled to write the 
book”; and a twenty-first chapter con- 
taining extracts from two older writers. 
Pastor Alan Redpath of the Moody 
Church, himself British, remarked that 
the first half of this book is the most 
valuable, as the latter part contains 
mostly sermons. This is a fair comment, 
as holiness is thoroughly dealt with in 
the first seven chapters, covering 134 of 
the 333 pages. Certainly the remainder 
is useful, too, for it contains several 
studies of Bible characters and particu- 
lar passages illustrating the Bible teach- 
ing on holiness. 

The Introduction is indeed valuable, 
for it exposes many false ideas on holi- 
ness by asking and answering seven 
questions. “True holiness,” says Bishop 
Ryle, “does not consist merely of be- 
lieving and feeling, but of doing and 
bearing, and a practical exhibition of 
active and passive grace. , . . It is much 
more than tears, and sighs, and bodily 
excitement, and a quickened pulse, and 
a passionate feeling of attachment to 
our own favorite preachers and our own 
religious party, and a readiness to quar- 
rel with everyone who does not agree 
with us. It is something of ‘the, image 
of Christ,’ which can be seen and ob- 
served by others in our private life, and 
habits, and character, and doings.” He 
does not believe in or teach “sinless 
perfection”; “I have yet to learn that 
there is a single passage in Scripture 
which teaches that a literal perfection, 
a complete and entire freedom from sin, 
in thought, or word, or deed, is attain- 
able, or ever has been attained, by any 
child of Adam in this world.” He be- 
lieves the teaching of perfection “not 
only does no good, but does immense 
harm.” He holds that the seventh of 
Romans describes “the recorded experi- 
ence of the most eminent saints in every 
age,” and “that the best commentators 
in every era of the church have almost 
invariably applied the seventh chapter 
of Romans to advanced believers.” He 
warns against ignoring the work of the 
Holy Ghost in the believer, and lays 
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great stress on the Spirit’s part in sanc- 
tification. He makes a clear distinction 
between justification and sanctification. 

Bishop Ryle differed with some mod- 
ern writers in that he believes theré is 
a struggle, in the strength of the Spirit, 
and two chapters are on “The Fight” 
and “The Cost.” His chapter on “As- 
surance” is particularly fine, strongly up- 
holding the doctrine of eternal security, 
but warning against a false confidence. 

This is a book that stirs and warms 
the heart, imparts a new desire for holi- 
ness, and shows God’s way of obtaining 
it even in this life. 


The Christian Science Myth. By Wal- 
ter R, Martin and Norman H. Klann. 
(Biblical Truth Pub. Soc., Inc., 70 Union 
Ave., Paterson, N, J., $3.) The authors 
present an account of historical inac- 
curacies, logical contradictions, and fic- 
titious claims in the arguments for 
Christian Science. An extended bibli- 


ography at the conclusion of the volume, 


indicates the care and extent of their 
research. There are many quotations 
from “Science” sources. The book should 
prove valuable in helping an inquirer 
to see the deadly error of this false cult. 


The Story of My Life and Ministry. 
By Oswald J. Smith, D.D., Litt.D., LL.D. 
(The Peoples Press, 100 Bloor St., East, 
Toronto 5, Can., $1, paper.) The 127 
pages of this brief autobiography are 
packed with eloquent testimony to God’s 
faithfulness through many years of ac- 
tive service for the cause of Christ and 
His Gospel. Dr. Smith has made the 
story interesting as well as informing 
and inspiring, and its reading should 
result in inspiration to many young 
people. One of the most inspiring of 
the thirteen chapters records the great 
missionary conventions conducted in his 
own “Peoples Church” of Toronto, from 
which enormous annual offerings up to 
$290,000 have been received. Many 
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books and hymns written by Dr. Smith 
are listed indicating what God hath 
wrought. 


Answered Prayers on the Mission 
Field, By Basil Miller. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) As 
one travels via the easy chair to the 
various mission fields represented in 
these accounts and sees the marvels 
wrought through intercession, faith leaps 
to grasp yet more promises for the needs, 
of today—both personal and world- 
wide. The book is divided into nine 
chapters, the first of which describes 
fourteen answers to prayer for food, 
shelter, and land. Children will espe- 
cially enjoy the chapter on “Prayer and 
Animals on the Foreign Field,” and 
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the one on “Remarkable Deliverances 
Through Prayer.” But who of us are 
not children as we thrill to the stories 
of lions held in check, a dog opening a 
missionary door, and cannibals losing 
their appetite for human meat? Per- 
haps the most precious chapter is the 
last on “Prayer and Soul-Winning,” 
which offers a brief visit to David Brain- 
erd, Pastor Stevens of India, Bob Pierce, 
Goforth, Geddie, Calvert, the Moffatts 
among the head-hunters of the Andes, 
and many others—prayer warriors all. 
While some of the incidents related are 
well known to Christian readers, as for 
example, the “Sick Missionary and the 
Three Tomatoes,” others will appear as 
fresh demonstrations of God’s open ear 
to the cries of His children. 


Forever Triumphant, the Secret of 
Victory in the Christian Life. By F. J. 
Huegel. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $1.50.) Again we are 
indebted to this veteran missionary of 
Mexico for a,most inspiring and helpful 
book on a very practical and pressing 
problem in the Christian Church. As 
Dr. Huegel states in his first page, “The 
status of unnumbered Christians is sub- 
normal. They are below par. They are 
not out-and-out sinners along with the 
worldling, for they have named the name 
of Jesus in true faith and are indeed 
members of His Church, but you talk 
to them about a life of perennial vic- 
tory, about being more than conquerors, 
about a life ‘hid with Christ in God’ 
in unbroken and joyous communion, and 
you will fail to get an understanding 
response. You may provoke an incredu- 
lous smile.” There are fifteen chapters 
in the eighty-six pages, and they are 
short and full of spiritual power and 
punch. The prayerful study: of this little 
book will richly repay anyone who is 
a hungry and a courageous Christian. 
Mustard-seed faith will certainly grow 
and prosper. ; 


General Revelation. By G. C. Berk- 
ouwer, (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $4.) The tradi- 
tional view of general revelation is pre- 
sented in contrast to the Romanist 
doctrine, and is defended against the 
recent attacks of Karl Barth. Fully two- 
thirds of the volume, however, is a study 
of what the Bible says on this oft-neg- 
lected subject. Berkouwer continues to 
maintain the excellence of former vol- 
umes in this series, and to make his 
readers indebted to him for a clear and 
reverent exposition of Scripture truth. 


The Holy Spirit in Evangelism. By 
John Benjamin Lawrence. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$1.50.) This is a very helpful little book 
of eighty-six pages, filled with carefully 
stated instruction as well as earnest ap- 
peals for more witness to the true Gospel 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. The 
chapter headings are revealing: “Pente- 
cost in Christ’s Evangelistic Program”; 
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“Power for Service”; “The Spirit-Filled 
Life”; “The World Convicted”; “How To 
Be Filled With the Spirit”; “What It 
Means To Be Filled With the Spirit.” 
The early chapters seem to be premil- 
lennial in point of view, but on page 51 
we read “that Christ . . . wants to build 
a world of brotherhood founded upon 
love; a world of international] good will; 
a world where loye replaces hate; . . 
where international understanding re- 
places preparation for war.” This re- 
viewer believes that Christ. Himself will 
bring about these conditions during His 
Kingdom reign, rather than in this age 
by the efforts of man through the church, 
With good cause, Mr. Lawrence laments 
the lack in many of the churches of 
our day of the fullness of the Holy Spirit, 
but he fails to condemn its cause—the 
unbelief which Modernism has brought 
about and the resulting apostasy. The 
book is stimulating, however, and it 
should stimulate Scriptural evangelism 
and personal revival in the church. 


Cedar of Lebanon. By John Cosgrove. 
(Coleman Books, Kansas City 6, Mo., 
$3.95.) The first 230 of the 490 pages 
of this book are gripping and fas- 
cinating. The author has the ability to 
present things so dramatically that the 
reader becomes so completely absorbed 
in the narrative as to be almost oblivious 
to all else. The story centers around a 
Roman boy named Vitus Curtius, who 
later comes in contact with Jesus Christ. 
His father tells Vitus and his brother 
the story of the birth of Christ, but 
with no thought of what the ultimate 
outcome will be. The boyhood of Jesus 
is depicted in a very sensible, reverent, 
and attractive manner, though of course 
it is imaginary. The story itself is so 
interesting that it was a terrific shock 
when the bombshell exploded on page 
230. Peter is suddenly set forth as the 
head of the church, and then follows 
practically the whole Roman Catholic 
dogma—the deification of Mary, infal- 
libility of the priesthood, purgatory, 
penance, prayers to the saints and for 
the dead, and transubstantiation, with 
all the practical errors that these false 
doctrines produce. The author writes 
reverently and frankly without rancor, 
and is evidently sincere in his beliefs, 
but .nonetheless erroneous to the ex- 
treme. 


God at Your Door. By C. Gordon Bay- 
less. (Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, 
N. J., $2.) This is a collection of fifteen 
evangelistic sermons. Using outstanding 
Scripture texts, as, “Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock” (Rev. 3:20); “I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 
4:7); “I will arise and go to my father, 
and will say unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before thee” 
(Luke 15:18); and others, the preacher 
uses many excellent illustrations to press 
home the Gospel. The messages throb 
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with stirring pleas, bringing conviction 
that may penetrate deeply into mind and 
heart to accomplish the result of the 
salvation of souls. 

It is a good book for the preacher, who 
will find excellent treatment of the texts 
in good homiletical arrangement. It is 
a good book for the Christian layman, 
who will find stimulation for earnest 
witness and holy living. It is a good 
book for the unsaved, who will be con- 
fronted with the marvel of the grace of 
God, and convincing reasons for accept- 
ing Christ. 


God’s Power and Other Poems. By 
Katherine Bevis. (Bruce Humphries, 
Inc., Boston 16; $2.50.) This little book 
of verse breathes the very spirit of faith 


and trust, as expressed in the first poem, , 


“The Vastness of God.” In choice but 
simple words are pictured scenes from 
everyday life, the toils of the road 
brightened by the thought of God’s over- 
shadowing love and care. There are 
birds, and flowers, and trees, and ex- 
periences cheery and sad, but each in 
a line at least points to God. Some are 
descriptive of Bible scenes and teach- 
ings. 


A Man of Tarsus. By Harold L. Phil- 
lips. (The Warner Press, Anderson, Ind., 
$1.50, cloth; 75 cents, paper.) An intro- 
ductory study into the life and work of 
Paul, this little volume deals with the 
high lights of his ministry and leading 
aspects of his teachings. The author is 
true to Biblical teaching. Since he has 
confined his work to simple facts and 
teaching, the author’s work can be read 
with much profit by the beginner, and 
can be used in Bible classes on the ele- 
mentary level. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





‘ Sunday, January 8 


2. For What Wiil I Spend My Life? 
(Matt. 16:24-26; 1 Cor. 3:11-15) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


AST week we saw something of the 
value of our lives by looking at what 
they have cost our parents, what they 
have cost society, and most of all what 
they have cost God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. This week our topic 
confronts us with the great question as 
to what we will do with these lives of 
ours that have such a great value. 
b 3 
The Lord Jesus, you will recall, told of 
the awful mistake that a certain man 
made when he faced a similar decision. 
He had been very successful, so much 
so that he had no place to store the new 
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wealth that had come to him. As he 
pondered the question, “What shall I 
do?” he decided to build greater barns 
and to store up all his wealth and to 
take his ease and to eat, drink, and be 
merry (Luke 12:18). In other words, he 
determined to use for his own enjoyment 
and gratification what had come to him. 
But you will remember also that that 
very night God called him to a reckoning 
that stripped from him all that he had 
planned to use for himself. May we, as 
Christian young people, make no such 
terrible mistake as we ponder the ques- 
tion, “For what will I spend my life?” 
we 

God may not summon us immediately 
into His presence if we should make the 
Same mistake that the rich fool made, 
but He can and does take from those 
who determine to use them for their 
own selfish ends the gifts and talents 
and blessings that He gives us. His 
reckoning may not come quickly, but it 
comes surely and certainly. 

bd . 

The first Scripture portion chosen for 

this week’s topic outlines the course that 
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must be followed by all who would 
sincerely and faithfully be disciples of 
the Lord Jesus. Three things are re- 
quired—denial of self, taking up one’s 
cross, and following Christ. Denial of 
self means far more than mere self- 
denial. It is not merely giving up some 
pleasure or profit. It is a complete turn- 
ing away from all that the self-life stands 
for—our natural impulses, ambitions, 
desires, and self-efforts—whenever these 
in any way conflict with the will of 
Christ. It is the same course that Paul 
recommends in Romans 12:1, 2; when he 
urges believers to present, or yield, their 
bodies, or all their faculties, as living 
sacrifices, holy, acceptable unto God. It 
is the same state of mind urged in Phi- 
lippians 2:5 by the words, “Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus,” and which is followed by a des- 
cription of the seven downward steps 
that Christ took in yielding Himself to 
the will of God. 
ye 


Taking up one’s cross, in Matthew 16: 
24, implies accepting the shame and ig- 
nominy and the suffering that will cer- 
tainly come, in one form or another, to 
those who truly seek to follow Christ. 
Notice that thé Lord does not ask us to 
take up His cross. That we can never 
do, for His Cross involved dying for the 
sin of the world. We shall, however, as 
followers of Christ, certainly meet with 
contempt and in some cases real loss. 
It is this that we must reckon upon and 
accept for His sake. 
P 4 ‘ 

Finally, we must follow Him, not fear. 
fully or at a distance, as did some of His 
disciples when Christ was arrested on 
the night before His crucifixion. But 
gladly and wholeheartedly, with the 
recognition that all that we may lose for 
His sake will be gain when we stand 
before Him at His coming. 

we 

It is when Christ returns, as the second 
Scripture portion chosen for this week's 
topic shows us, that what we have done 
with our lives will be clearly revealed. 
If we have built faithfully and well upon 
the true Foundation, Christ Jesus, and in 
accord with His will, our life work will 
stand and will be rewarded. If we have, 
in this life, expended our time and ef- 
forts for those things that are transitory 
and selfish and of no lasting, value, our 
work will be destroyed and we shall miss 
the reward for faithful service that God 
has for His profitable servants when the 
Lord Jesus returns. Notice that the 
question here is not that of eternal life. 
That gift comes through acceptance of 
the Lord Jesus as our Savjour, and once 
having been given can never be in jeop- 
ardy. But when we stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ the rewards are 
to be given on the basis of service and 
faithfulness in this life, and we shall do 
well to think soberly of the fact that, 
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even though we shall go into eternity 
with Christ, if we have lived here for 
self and earthly things, we shall lose the 
rewards given to those who live for Him. 
Only one life— 
‘Twill soon be past, 
Only what's done 
For Christ will last, 
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Daily Bible Readings on the Internationa! 
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Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 2 to 8 


Mon.—Luke 12:4-12. 
Acknowledged of God 


PRAYER subcsstions: “Are not five 
sparrows sold for two farthings, and not 
one of them is forgotten before God?” 
The finite mind cannot fathom om- 
niscience. It involves a knowledge of 
creatures and even the very hairs of our 
heads which are all numbered. Amaz- 
ing is our God of love and grace! And 
His presence in this world, in the person 
of Christ, the co-equal with the Father 
and the Spirit, who made this revela- 
tion, is enough to melt the heart to 
gratitude and eyes to tears. Great is 
His love! Universal His care! Pray for 
the Message to Israel, Inc., New York 
City. 


Tues.—Luke 12:13-21. The Rich Fool. 


Prayer Succestions: “Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required of thee: 
then whose shal] those things be, which 
thou hast provided?” Man’s greatest 
folly is to live for time and to forget 
his eternal destiny. - Multitudes follow 
the course of the foolish rich man in oifr 
Lord’s parable. Let all ministers ob- 
serve Paul’s wise directive to Timothy 
(1 Tim. 6:17-19): “Charge them that 
are rich in this world, that they be not 
high-minded, nor trust in uncertain 
riches, but in the living God, who giveth 
us richly all things to enjoy; that they 
do good, that they be rich in good works. 
ready to distribute, willing to communi- 
cate; laying up in store for themselves 
a good foundation against the time to 
come,’ that they may lay hold on eter- 
nal life.” Pray for Evangelize China 
Fellowship, Los Angeles. 


Wed.—Luke 12:22-31. 
: Consider the Lilies. 
Prayer Succestions: “Consider the 
lilies.” Our Lerd makes even little 
things preach great sermons. Ravens 
and lilies He selects to make us aware 
of our Heavenly Father’s care. The 
crows find a well-stocked world; lilies 
have sun, rain, soil, and wind to help 
them manifest a glory that exceeds that 
of Solomon. God reserves no choice 
blessings for the lazy, but for the de- 
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vout and dutiful He shows His precious, 
personal interest in their welfare. Pray 
for the International Hebrew Christian 
Alliance, Chicago. 


Thurs.—Luke 12:32-40. 
Fearless and Ready, 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Fear not, little 
flock; for it is your Father’s good pleas- 
ure to give you the kingdom.” Cast 
fear aside if you are doing the will of 
God. In all losses here, the devout can 
take comfort from their treasures that 
are all safe in Heaven. In life’s conflicts 
and disappointments, let us anticipate 
the blessing of our being with Him in 
Glory. “Blessed are those servants, 
whom the Lord when he cometh shall 
find watching.” Make it your main care 
to “be ... ready ... for the Son of 
man cometh at an hour when ye think 
not.” Pray for the Carver Bible Insti- 
tute, Atlanta. 


Fri—Luke 12:41-48. Faithful and Wise. 


PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “Who then is 
that faithful and wise steward, whom 
his lord shall make ruler over his house- 
hold, to give them their portion of meat 
in due season?” For doing the will of 
God here, believers shall be rewarded 
infinitely in His everlasting Kingdom. 
Be not nearsighted in the work of life. 
Do not allow things transient to occupy 
your thought, time, and labor to. the 
neglect of things permanent. Crowns, 
scepters, and the eternal kingdom must 
not be passed up for vanities. Are you 
among the “faithful and wise”? Pray 
for the American Board of Missions to 
the Jews, Inc., New York City. 


Sat—Luke 12:49-56. 
Interpreting the Times. 
PRAYER SvuccGEsTions: “Ye hypocrites, 
ye can discern the face of the sky and 
of the earth; but how is it that ye do 
not discern this time?” Men learned 
in the philosophies taught in schools 
are sometimes utterly unacquainted with 
Christ in whom is hid all treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. They converse 
wisely about the reason and nature of 
things visible, but the things of God and 
the Spirit are out of mind. Seeking 
God, from whom all things come, is our 
highest wisdom (see 1 Cor. 1:18-31). 
Pray for missions in France. 
Sun.—Romans 10:8-13. 
The Faith We Preach. 
PRAYER SvuccesTions: “The same 
Lord over all is rich unto all that 
call upon him.” Be sure you preach 
“the gospel of Christ . . . the power 
of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew first, and 
also to the Greek,” if you are a 
preacher. Many preach a_ gospel 
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which is not the Gospel. Let that e 


message given by the great Head of 
the Church be your Gospel, for it is 
only by His Gospel that men can be 
saved (1 Cor, 15:1, 2). Pray for mis- 
sions in Italy. 
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